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Activity Report   2007 /2008
The World Crafts Council - Europe
being one of the WCC’s five regional branches (i.e.: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and 

North America) has following main tasks:

- promoting the design-led crafts and applied arts in Europe 


- building up a network of contacts in these fields 


- collecting and spreading information thereon. 

WCC-Europe Secretariat:




President:

Windmuehlstrasse 3 





Bernd Roeter
D-6000 Frankfurt am Main 

Germany






Board:



Tel:  +49 - 69 740 231 
Julia Kunovska 

Fax: +49 - 69 740 233
Anne Leclercq



eMail: 
  contact@wcc-europe.org



Nina Linde
Website: www.wcc-europe.org 








Executive Manager:
Christina Beyer
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WCC-Europe Board Meetings 

The European Board has had a number of Board Meetings during the time of this report.
A short follow-up Board Meeting directly after the General Assembly in Malta, but really
starting with a meeting in Frankfurt / Germany at the new place of the European Secretariat.
The next meeting was held in Paris and the last Board Meeting took place yesterday in Talavera 
de la Reina, October 21, 2008.

WCC-Europe General Assembly 2007
In May 2007 the European General Assembly was held in Malta, hosted and organized by the 
Maltese Crafts Council. Our Maltese friends were responsible for the excellent meeting arrangements and the rich accompanying programme which included a number of highlights.
We have to mention especially the Jewellery Workshop which was held on the island of Gozo
and which was quite successful.

WCC-Europe General Assembly 2008

Today, October 22, we have gathered here in Talavera de la Reina in Spain for the current European General Assembly. Our National Entity for Spain, Oficio Y Arte, is the host of our Assembly and I have to say that WCC-Europe is very thankful for the invitation. It is a very special situation that our host, Oficio Y Arte, even offered to cover the costs for hotel accomodation of the participants of the European General Assembly. Muchas gracias! 
The agenda of the GA 2008 foresees some very important issues related with the future of the organisation. The European Board is full of hope that the discussions during the meeting will lead to good and helpful decisions.
Our friend Pablo Blanco, responsible for the meetings organisation, did already inform you regarding the detailed program which was planned for the next days. Any further questions to him.
Future General Assemblies
We are pleased to have already a clear vision for the venues of our upcoming General Assemblies for the next years:
2009 the assembly will be hosted by our friends from Form Forum Switzerland.
Peter Gutzwiller later certainly will give some more details.
2010 the General Assembly will take place in Istambul / Turkey.

2011 the General Assembly will take place in Ireland.

We would be glad to receive offers for future General Assemblies (2011 onwards) from our Entities 
if interested to host the General Assembly. 

Actions 2007 / 2008

WCC-Europe Award for contemporary Crafts 2007

The WCC-Europe Award 2007 has been given during Artifact 2007 in Bruges / Belgium  to 
Jean-Louis Hurlin, French artist using the Damas technique.

Since 2005 we have the lucky situation that AAF / France offers to the winner of the Award 
a free booth at Maison & Objets Fair in Paris together with publicity and a press reception.

WCC-Europe Award for contemporary Crafts 2008
The WCC-Europe Award 2008 was decided during the “European Glass Context”, an international competition in Bornholm / Denmark. This years winner is Geoffrey Mann, glass artist from United Kingdom. You will receive a more detailed report of that event given to you by our Executive Manager Christina Beyer later today.
I would like to thank our Board Member Nina Linde who took care about the organisation and handling of this year’s award in her home country. 


WCC-Europe Award for contemporary Crafts 2009
The venue of the WCC-Europe Award 2009 has to be discussed and decided. 

Best of European Contemporary Crafts in Luxembourg 2007
The exhibition “Best of European Contemporary Crafts” was shown 2007 in Luxembourg
at the fair “Mind & Matter 07”. It was an impressive show of high quality crafts from all over
Europe. A small catalogue was printed with the help of our friends at WCC-Belgium Francophone.
You have received broad information regarding this exhibition in before. So I just should only
make the comment that the exhibition preparations were quite intensive and took a lot of the time
of the Board Members to make it possible.

We have prepared a PPT presentation which will be shown now.

”Masterwork” in Paris 2008
“Best of European Contemporary Crafts” was shown in 2008 on invitation of AAF / France in Paris 
at especially rented gallery rooms. The organisation of this follow-up exhibition was extremely difficult and the Board and the Secretariat were faced with a huge number of nearly incredible facts and surprising difficulties. A lot of complaints of the individual participants were received. We will have to discuss this event during the upcoming two days of our Assembly.


We have prepared a PPT presentation which will be shown now.

”eu-nique” in Germany 2009
A new international crafts fair will be held in Karlsruhe / Germany in June 2009 under the title
”eu-nique”. The Fair Company addressed WCC-Europe to be the main partner of this new crafts fair and the Board, President  and the Secretariat had been already very active in preparing the event in close co-operation with the fair organizers. A number of regional German crafts associations and Peter Gutzwiller, as representative of Form Forum Switzerland, did as well participate in first discussions. 

There will be a further important role of WCC-Europe in the jury of the fair and we will have to discuss what other input we will have to do and can do for this event.


Eu-nique's prime objective is to establish a leading fair for applied art in Germany and Europe. 
Only unique works and small series will be on display. To maintain the fair's high standards on quality, a panel of experts will decide who takes part in the fair. 


You already had been informed by our Newsletter and by notices on the European website. Today you will receive very detailed information “live” by the representatives of the Karlsruhe Fair Company.


WCC-Europe Website
The Board was faced with technical difficulties with the French provider of the site and has moved the hosting of the website to a German provider meanwhile. We have defined new e-Mail accounts for the European Secretariat and for the Board Members. You have been informed and you are aware of the new addresses as we noticed. Site and e-Mail adresses are working without technical difficulties.

We are working on the inner structure of the website and have made some first new steps as you certainly will have noticed. The site opens with a modified look. It starts with a preview of our “Latest News” to make the entry to the site more lively. The section “Latest News” is offered to members as an opportunity to promote important forthcoming events e.g. such as exhibitions, events, fairs, workshops or whatever else. Entries to “Latest News” in the form of a brief description and with a web reference to further information, may be e-mailed to WCC-Europe (board@wcc-europe.org), visual material (in jpg format) is always welcome for this section of the site. More detailed informations could be linked as PDF documents.

The information about crafts magazines, galleries, schools etc. is meanwhile publicly available. The Restricted Members Area will only be reserved for internal information such as meeting papers and minutes. The section with the database of our entities (Directory) is yet not already finished, due to a lack of time, but it will be accessible in few months again. 

As requested at former General Assemblies, we would like to increase the emphasis on visual material. The Board knows that the result is much more attractive but had to remind the members to maintain the freshness of the site with supplying new high quality photographs of contemporary craftwork ( JPG, Landscape (no portrait format), 600 x 400 pixel, 72 dpi, colour mode RGB ). 
We only can publish what we receive from you.
“Crafts Professional’s Card”  
The European “Crafts Professional’s Card” is still existing and is designed for craftspeople belonging to WCC-Europe's network (members of the WCC entities, individual members of WCC). It was launched first in January 2003. The card is valid for two years and delivered by each national entity. If you are interested by the card, more information can be received from the national entity of WCC-Europe in your country. 
The Card gives to the card's holders free access or at a reduced rate to crafts, applied arts and design museums as well as other museums in Europe. The list of museums which have accepted the card is still modest at the time. This list will be updated regularly at the measure of the positive responses received and is available at the European website.
We have to note request for the Card is rather poor at the moment.
WCC-Europe Finances
The Board is glad to tell you that we have not to face major financial difficulties at the moment and for the near future. Delegates will receive a detailed financial report separately later during the meeting under topic 5.

WCC-Europe Membership
The Board is glad to tell you that the membership situation is steady at the moment - but regrets as well to notice that integrating new members is not satisfying. We will have to find ways to contact crafts organizations and to motivate them for a membership at WCC-Europe. This topic should be carefully discussed by the delegates under topic 6.

WCC-Europe Secretariat
The Board is glad to tell you that the work done at our Secretariat is done regularly and is not facing any major dangers or difficulties thanks to the time and energy our Executive Manager Christina Beyer is investing to the work. You will receive a separate report given by Christina Beyer regarding the work of the Secretariat in general and the minor problems she is facing from time to time.
The European Board would like to thank Christina Beyer to manage everything so properly.

Last but not least….

WCC - International  
WCC-Europe had to face problems with WCC-International in general ( with a constant lack of mutual communication ) and especially with the proposal WCC-Europe has made regarding a new structure for the international organization. Since 2006 we hope for an open discussion of our ideas - in vain. 
Just a few months ago we received a first official reply from WCC-Asia Region.

As you know the next General Assembly of WCC-International will be held in November 2008 in Hangzhou / China. In connection with preparing this General Assembly a number of so-called “virtual meetings” of the International Board took place. This was very surprising after four years of silence. We have printed the “minutes” of these virtual meetings and we would like to advise you to read them during your stay here.

The European Board started a first “virtual” discussion regarding the European viewpoint in this case on our website.  We will have to continue this discussion “live” at our current assembly and it would be wise to come to a common conclusion of this matter. We will have to make a stand.



…………………………….
Bernd Roeter
WCC-Europe President
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