Minutes of the 16th General Assembly
November 4 - 10 2008
The 16th World Crafts Council General Assembly took place in Hangzhou, China with the support of the China Arts and Crafts Association and the province of Zhejiang. 

The Assembly was filled with related events of great interest, such as the International Arts and Crafts Exhibition, an International Forum on Crafts, a Designer’s Seminar, the 2008 Asia Pacific Region Craft Master Awarding and Crafts Seminars, and the 2008 UNESCO AWARD of Excellence for Handicrafts in East Asia Award Ceremony and Workshop.

November 6th:
The 2008 WCC International General Assembly Official Opening Ceremony 

This day held the General Assembly protocol inauguration activities including the following agenda:
The 9th Contemporary Arts and Crafts Masterwork Exhibition and International Arts and Crafts Exhibition inauguration was carried out in the International Peace Convention Centre, with a wide array of traditional Chinese crafts as well as from other countries.
Afterwards, WCC Board members had a meeting with high-ranking Chinese Officials. In this session the President expressed her gratitude for the warm welcome given to all participants, and gifts were exchanged. 
Once the interview was over the official photo was taken with over 200 participants coming from every continent who attended this event.
Later the 2008 WCC International General Assembly Official Opening Ceremony took place in the VIP Hall of Zhejiang People’s Great Hall. Speakers in this ceremony included:
Maria Celina Rodriguez, President of the WCC

Zhejiang Province People’s Government
Beatrice Kaldun, UNESCO official.

Jian Zhongping, Executive Chairman of China Arts & Crafts Association

After an intermission The International Handicrafts Development Forum began.  It was opened by Kang Xingzhou, General Manager of China National Arts & Crafts (Group) Corporation and had the following speeches:

Developing the Arts and Crafts Industry Hand in Hand, by Mr. Shi Xiaoguang, Advisor of China Arts and Crafts Association.
Handicrafts, the Value of the Life, by Maria Celina Rodriguez, President of WCC
To Establish and Improve Talent Cultivation System and to Facilitate Culture Preservation and Industry Development.

Alliance Between Artisans and Designers, by Indrasen Vencatachellum. 

At the end of the day the participants were invited to the welcome reception that took place in the Banquet Hall of Zhejiang People’s Great Hall.

November 7th
16th World Crafts Council General Assembly 
1) Welcoming Words

The Meeting was called to order by WCC International president, Mrs Maria Celina Rodriguez.
The president gave a brief welcoming speech and invited the audience to watch a small 30 second presentation where a broad vision of Latin America and its crafts and people were shown. 
Mrs. Rodriguez explained she wanted to start off the event with a small piece of the world that she belongs to, while so far away in the beautiful city of Hangzhou, where the General Assembly took place.
At the same time she demonstrated her pride in her Latin-American heritage and noted how two very different cultures could work together in the organization of such an event.

“The organization of this Assembly achieved great relations among different and distant regions that converge in China, country who is owner of rich and ancient traditions, whose beauty can be more vividly appreciated than in this small presentation,” she stated.
She thanked the China National Arts and Crafts Group’s generous offer made through the China Arts and Crafts Association and the People’s Government of Zhejiang Province for being the host of this World Crafts Council General Assembly. All the considerations and arrangements for the guests were also appreciated and she expressed her hope that the efforts invested in this would bear great fruits.
In her speech she addressed the fact that this is a critical moment for the World Crafts Council and that the work to reactivate the regions that have been less active has already begun with all the enthusiasm and strength demonstrated by the people and institutions. She illustrated her way of thinking with an analogy: that the body functions well if all its parts are active and healthy.

She informed us that during the course of the Assembly the new representatives from Africa and North America would be introduced and that they would have a very important mission ahead of them: giving the needed impulse in their respective regions, reviving the same World Crafts Council spirit that has been around for more than 40 years. She also invited all the WCC members to present any needed support.

The president reassured everyone that their wishes for unity and continuity were present in every member.

Mrs. Rodriguez recalled when she was elected four years ago in Metsovo. She talked about her expectations and wishes for the organization, and explained how these have changed over time due to the fact that during her term she realized what the real problems were.
The guidelines highlighted back then have either varied or stayed the same.

She mentioned that during her term as president, the relations with UNESCO has been strengthened, awarding the Seal of Excellence in the Latin America Southern Cone and motivating other sub regions in South America. This is the challenge faced together by the National Entities that represent the World Crafts Council and governmental agencies from the respective countries, all of which has resulted in a valuable collaboration experience and positive outlook on what having two National Entities per country would be like, referring to one of the topics included in the agenda.
According to Mrs. Rodriguez’s line of thinking, Latin America has been strengthened as a region and has established a group that is working on future projects that will be developed in a collaborative way. In this sense, the presidential rotation of the WCC is worth highlighting.

She told everyone how she made an effort to be present in each of the regions as to know their problems and work forms, with the belief that this type of contact had been the most effective one. Situations like the one in North America where it has been stuck over the years can only be cleared up and advanced with the direct contact with their previous representative. According to Mrs. Rodriguez, when people meet each other directly and talk face to face, conflicts don’t seem impossible to resolve.
Visiting Africa made the problems they faced as a region more tangible for the presidency. From this region she highlights that after multiple efforts made for achieving financing, she decided to face the problems and transfer leadership personally.

The difficulties faced during her presidency have made her express that it is necessary to change and attain a more agile action in WCC and in that sense the first steps have been taken: including new regions, acting like a new organism that will head all of these changes.

The president trusts that the actions taken during her term can be a contribution to the strengthening of the WCC, and that the WCC further focus on Craftspeople is a pending challenge, that must be taken with the highest ethical standards. In light of this, she declared that it was decided that a forum would be organized under the framework of this assembly, so that examples of collaboration and of a balance between design and craftwork may be presented. This would further the great challenge of linking both areas.
Much of what has been said emphasizes this strategy, but has not exhausted the question on how to achieve it in the best way possible, respectfully, including sustainability from all its different angles. We will see experiences and proposals about the Collaborative Practices Code on which the WCC has much to say.

She thanked all the support given to her administration, to those who have granted their advice and help; she recognized she had learned much from everyone of them. Finally she expressed she was sure that the successor would have the full support of all five regions that make up the World Crafts Council.

The president explained to the audience that in addition to Mrs. Elena Alfaro, the Executive Secretary, she will be accompanied in the stage by the Latin American secretary Mrs. Magdalena de Supervielle, in order to facilitate communications.

Following that, the list of people excused from assisting the 16th WCC General Assembly was read.

2) Apologies sent to WIS regarding the 16th General Assembly
The following people sent their apologies for not being able to be present:
Mrs. Ismanda Correa, Venezuela.

Mrs. Siva Obeyesekere, Sri Lanka.

Mr. Osvaldo Salerno, Paraguay
Mrs Elena Langlois, Mauritius.

Mrs Wendy Goldbatt, South Africa
3) Voting Members Present at the 15th General Assembly of WCC International.
The list of representatives from the national entities who have voting rights was read:

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT AT THE

16th GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF WCC INTERNATIONAL

	NATIONAL ENTITY
	REPRESENTATIVE


	COMMENTS

	Bangladesh
	Ms. Guzhnavi


	

	India
	Ms. Vijaya Rajan
    
	

	French-speaking Belgium
	Ms. Leclercq
	

	Germany
	Mr. Roeter


	

	Sweden
	Ms. Mio Schlegel


	

	Chile


	Ms.
	

	Cuba
	Ms. Correa 


	

	Uruguay
	Ms. De Supervielle


	

	Ecuador
	Ms. Sojos


	

	Sri Lanka
	Siva Obeyesekere

	PROXY

	Thailand
	Mr. Chinnaphat

Sangkhawuttichaikul


	

	Greece

	Mrs. Elena Averoff
	PROXY 
Deputy National Delegate of World Crafts Council Hellenic Section

	Malaysia


	Mrs. Yanamulia Raja Datin Paduka Fuziah Raja Tun Uda 
	

	Nepal


	Mr. Bikash Ratna Dhakhwa
	

	China


	Mr. Ma Da
	

	Benin


	Mr. Martin Dossavi
	


4) Adoption of Minutes of the WCC General Assembly in Metsovo, Greece 2th- 3th June 2004.
The minutes of the 15th General Assembly of WCC International held in Greece in June 2004 were unanimously approved. The document was previously made available to the members.

5) Financial and Activities Reports 

WCC executive secretary, Mrs. Elena Alfaro, with the support of a visual presentation, proceeded in reading the activity report of the 2004-2008 period. The secretary explained the report has been divided over the years and includes activities carried out by the Secretariat and the presidency. The economical report was included as well.

In the year 2004 the Executive Secretariat was relocated and the WCC Chile start-up took place. This included the WIS files transferred in Kyoto, the members and funds lists, plus the graphic materials and electronic graphic image files.

The running of the secretariat, explained Mrs. Alfaro, was very slow at first due to the fact that the agreements held with the Universidad Catolica de Chile to support the presidency took some time to become effective, due to a change in administration.

Mrs. Alfaro stated that at first the presidential office and the secretariat developed very closely to take advantage of the logistical resources given by the Pontificia Universidad Catolica, through the Crafts Program. The Program has academic activities that included investigation and diffusion worked on by two people: Celina Rodriguez, the director, and a secretary. In this context the university hired Mrs. Alfaro on a part time basis as project coordinator under the WCC Executive Secretariat.

For certain tasks, professional services were required and voluntary work was also accepted in certain periods of time.

Mrs. Alfaro commented on how this late hiring held back the Executive Secretariat’s works start-up. Nevertheless, once it was resolved the objective was to complete all pending tasks and to that end the secretariat slowly started working. It started answering the correspondence, mailing quotas and regional communication.

Throughout the activities of the World Crafts Council International these last four years, the weakest regions were strengthened, and a more precise diagnosis of the situation was produced. The trips during that period of time had the main objective of personally coming into contact with regions due to certain inefficiency of other kind of communication.

The projects that were started during the previous administration, Link All and Easy Crafts continued in Egnatia Epirus Foundation but the Web page began to be administrated by the Executive Secretariat in Chile.

The new WCC web page was launched and continued to be updated with information provided by the members. The web page maintained its original contents and included the new version of them in Spanish, as a way to make them closer to Latin Americans.

The funds were transferred from Egnatia Epirus Foundation to the Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile in September 2004.

The charging of fees took effect starting from the year 2005 using the Pontificia Universidad Catolica’s account, from which the money was withdrawn in 2006 due to the great number of institutions that share the same account, among them a hospital and a TV channel owned by the University which made inquiries on the monies difficult. Additionally, due to administration changes within the university, administration fees started to be charged reducing the revenues. All this money was refunded by the university once the change occurred.

In this scenario the funds were transferred to a Chilean bank account with international offices able to collect money more effectively. The WCC membership fees were received with the help of the regional secretariats and that of the previous administration in some cases. This lowered the costs of commissions from banks which were fairly high and resulted in an effective collection system. Nevertheless, as Mrs. Alfaro said, this administration sees that the creation of a current account in the name of WCC was very complicated. 

In June 2005 the WCC president and secretary participated in the WCC-Europe Regional Assembly. In this opportunity the meeting took place in Paris, in the UNESCO offices, and it also was the turn to meet with the European Board and region members.

In this period the exhibition “Festival sur la diversité culturelle et le dialogue en Asie centrale” took place in the same area under the coordination of Dinara Chouchunbaeva, member of the WCC-Asia Pacific Region. This was an important moment to come together under the experience of the UNESCO Seal in Central Asia, a project that was of particular interest during this presidency.
During the same month, the president participated in the IV Cultural and Development Congress in La Habana, Cuba, invited by the Cuban Government. In this opportunity there were meetings with craftspeople, designers and the Directive Committee from the Crafts Program of the Cuban Cultural Properties Fund. There were meetings with the director of the fund and Mercy Correa, director of the Crafts Program and current WCC Latin American President. The were also meetings with the Minister of Culture and the Director of the Regional Cultural Office from UNESCO for Latin America and the Caribbean, with high level representatives from Regional UNESCO and SELA (Latin American and Caribbean Economical System), calling extensively for the Cuban Government participation in the World Crafts Council. 

In this opportunity contact was made with the first UNESCO Seal experience that was implemented in the Caribbean sub region including Aruba, Cuba, Santo Domingo and Haiti.

During the month of September in Barcelona, Spain, the meeting with the Red De Facto took place after the invitation by the Worlds Crafts Council through the president were she presented a speech on Crafts and Design. This Meeting was organized by De Facto, UNESCO, NORAD (Norwegian Cooperation and Development Agency) and the Spanish Foundation for Crafts Innovation. This network gathered designers that work in the crafts field.

During October the Ibero-American Crafts and Tourism Seminar took place in Rio de Janeiro within the context of the World Tourism Forum where the president gave a speech about the relation between Tourism and Crafts. During the conference days the countries that participated were: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, Spain, France, Guatemala, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Switzerland, Uruguay and Venezuela. They developed topics such as: Tourism and Crafts, reflexions and policies; Tourism as a market for Handicrafts; Cultural Tourism and Craftwork; Tourism and Crafts Innovation, Crafts and Sustainable Development.

In November the World Crafts Council organized the Seminar Workshop on Certification and Quality Brands for Crafts in Valparaiso. The purpose of this event was to make a series of experiences by different regions and institutions known and share the obtained results and different methods used.

This event had the support of the Spanish Foundation for Crafts Innovation and the Government of Chile through the National Council of Arts and Culture and the Service of Technique Cooperation. Representatives from 10 countries attended the event, as well as Denise Bax in representation of UNESCO.

During March 2006 a virtual forum was enabled for Executive Board members where they treated different topics of interest including the possibility of having two national entities per country; a more effective way to collect the dues, among other things. However, the forum did not receive the acceptance that was expected.

In June, the president participated in the Regional European Assembly that took place in Finland, where a new board was elected for the region that would later change.

During August the Latin American Board Meeting in Bogota took place in the Colombian Crafts Facilities where the president also participated. The main idea behind this was strengthening the work that was being done in the region and consolidate the WCC position on a common project, continuing the work initiated by the UNESCO SEAL of Excellence for Handicraft Products in the Caribbean.

With support from the Spanish Foundation for Handicraft Innovation the first preparatory meeting for implementation of the Seal for the Southern Cone of Latin America took place during August in Tenerife, Spain.

This project had the participation of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay. Each country created its commission made up of the WCC National Entity, plus a Government agency that reflected the official interest of the country in Seal approval. This means that they are able to give economical support to its development. Indrasen Vencatachellum, a great promoter of this initiative from UNESCO, was present in the meeting.  

During May the same year, the president travelled to New York, USA to see and better know the region’s situation and to meet with Lois Moran, who for many years played an important role in this region. As Mrs. Moran’s organization, the American Crafts Council, wasn’t interested in keeping ties with the WCC, the latter started looking for other key players that could help reorganize the region.

The president met with other organizations such as Aid to Artisans, among others, in the search for support for new leadership. These actions were not successful.

Canadian Crafts Federation was contacted simultaneously. This organization was represented by Marilyn Sthorters in the WCC, but she retired in year 2004. Communications were established with them until through a resolution from their Board they decided to participate in the WCC Assembly as observers in order to evaluate their future participation.

Even with those advancements, the North American representative was asked for a formal declaration on the regional position in relation to the next WCC presidency, which according to the rotation system should be theirs.

Within this context China Arts and Crafts Corporations CA&CA kind offer will be accepted. They asked that their candidacy be considered to organize the next General Assembly in China, since Asia should be taking the next presidency. This situation was communicated to the Board to consider the decision in their respective Regional Assemblies. This message did not reach WCC Europe adequately as a result of a mistake on our Secretariat’s behalf due to an administrative change in the European region. Nevertheless, the decision was later accepted in light of Council unity.

In October this year, the president’s visit to China under the invitation from the Arts and Crafts Corporations CA&CA was to get to know the general conditions that our hosts could provide when organizing an event of this magnitude. They all resulted to be completely appropriate.

In November, during the participation of the president in the Natural Dyes Symposium in Hyderabad, India, the Asian Executive Board met and was formally presented with the possibility that China will be organizing the General Assembly and that the Asia Pacific Region will assume the WCC presidency in 2008. This decision was left to be ratified in the Regional Assembly that would take place in 2007. Only with regional support it was possible to present China’s candidacy as venue for the Assembly.
During April and June of the year 2007, the preliminary meetings for the UNESCO South American Seal took place in Montevideo, Uruguay at the regional UNESCO branch. These sessions had the continued participation of the same national commissions made up by a National WCC entity and a Governmental institution. The same alliances were used in the organization for later activities.

During this meeting the Latin American Regional Assembly took place and the issue of the next General Assembly and the lack of resources to hold it in Chile as Executive Secretariat is touched upon. This region has always given its support but unfortunately is unable to host the General Assembly due to lack of funds and the cost of organizing such an event.

In August the Chile-South Africa Handicrafts of the World project is developed with funds awarded from UNESCO-Chile, allowing an exchange between South Africa and Chile. “In this opportunity we have been able to visit the country and come into contact with institutions and representatives that participate in the sector. These approaches were ineffective due to the fact that the institution represented by Wendy Golbatt, president of WCC Africa, was fractioned”. Even so, the later opportunity that stemmed from that project was a joint exhibition with funds that could gather some of the regional representatives in order to reorganize it; however it did not have positive results.

During this same trip the president and the executive secretary participated in the Asia Regional Assembly APR, that took place in Bangkok, Thailand. The region discussed the Chinese candidacy to host the 2008 General Assembly, that was finally accepted and later presented officially.

During 2008 greater efforts were made towards organizing the General Assembly in China.

During this period, WCC Asia Pacific Region sent a formal letter of support to China’s Candidacy as host for the 2008 General Assembly. Preparations for the event began, with all necessary coordination in order to organize agendas and issues that need review in this meeting.

In March the International Fair in Cordoba, Argentina hosts the award ceremony for the UNESCO Seal for the Latin America Southern Cone countries denominated MERCOSUR. It’s now called the UNESCO Award for Excellence in Handicrafts.

In May, the president is invited to participate in preliminary meetings for the inauguration of the UNESCO Award in the Andes zone. This initiative has the support of the Spanish Foundation for Crafts Innovation and the participation of Ecuador, Peru, Colombia and Venezuela. 

Numerous jury participations are added to the previous ones in the Crafts Samples contests. Countries such as Puerto Rico, during the year 2006 and 2008 gave lectures and made contacts with other regional organizations in light of broadening the organizational horizons. 

Unfortunately we also were forced to decline some invitations to other events organized by some regions.

Mrs. Alfaro presents the economical balance of the last four years to the audience though a balance sheet. It shows that the majority of the president and secretary’s  trips were financed by the Chilean Ministry of Foreign Relations. The projects had the support of UNESCO and the Spanish Foundation for Crafts Innovation and such expenses were mainly reduced to professional services, publicity, basic services, and trips.

She points out that the final expenses will be rendered once all the WCC documents are transferred to the new presidency.

The delegates approve the activities report and the financial report with the condition that the final report be sent on an international spreadsheet with the final numbers.

Both versions have been attached as annexes. (Annex 1.a y 1.b)

6) Regional Reports

The regional presidents are invited to present their reports and those will be presented as annexes.

(Annex 2.a Africa; 2.b Asia; 2.c Europe; 2.d Latin America)

7) Review of the Bylaws

Unanimously approved the WCC International Executive Board proposal for an amendment to the bylaws:
Proposal for amendment:


3. (II)
National Entity Member
3. (III)
Only two (2) National Entities from any country may be a Member of the Council with full voting privileges. The term “National Entity” shall mean a group, partnership, corporation, association, foundation or other organization within a country, or a governmental office, ministry, or agency within a country which best represent the crafts of such country in the context of WCC activities. In determining the eligibility of a country for this purpose the list of countries prepared by UNESCO shall be regarded as authoritative except as varied by the Executive Board.

II- The following Article 5 (VII) to be substituted as per the text below

Current Version:


Article 5.
The General Assembly 

e.(VII)
At one ordinary meeting every four years the General Assembly shall:

c. Shall determine the scale of the annual contribution from the Members, 

Proposal for amendment:


Article 5.
The General Assembly 

e.(VII)
At one ordinary meeting every four years the General Assembly shall:

c. Shall determine the scale of the annual contribution from the Members, payable through a bank transfer or check in US dollars. The banks cost shall be covered and paid by each member itself. 

8) WCC Future

a) As an NGO

The president comments on the ambiguous legal status of the World Crafts Council.

These comments refer to the system that has been used to work up until now is very primitive and does not allow to develop the organization completely. For example, when a project is presented without this legal status, then it is necessary to repeat what has always been done, to work under the umbrella of another institution that shelters ours. This institution can apply restrictions to our development because it has to keep the WCC projects.

The Assembly discusses a point on the WCC legal status that has already been presented during a Board meeting.

It’s concluded that it’s of upmost importance to clarify this situation by all means necessary as to finally reach a permanent solution on the WCC status.

b) European Proposal

The widely spread proposal is discussed among WCC members.
Bernd Roeter and Elena Averoff present their region’s main point of view. 

(The presentation is annexed as 4.a).

The WCC representatives share the constructive spirit of the presentation; this is understood as making the administration more efficient than before.

It’s agreed that the legal issues must be checked and that above all the WCC administration must adjust to new times.

“The  structure of WCC International must “adapt” to the realities faced at each point in time by our members at all levels, keeping in mind that our overall principles and aims have not changed, but that we must constantly seek to “modernize” the ways in which we are achieve them”. This is the presentation conclusion.
9) Presentation and approval of new memberships
The new representatives from North America and Africa are introduced to the Assembly. Those representatives were accepted as National Entities for their regions.

As those regions are in a special phase of their new structure, these representatives had the opportunity to introduce their respective institutions to the Assembly.

Representing North America:

- American Museum of Papermaking, represented by Mrs Cindy Bowden, USA.

- Canadian Crafts Federation, represented by Maegen Black, Canada.

Representing Africa:

- Evolutic International (already accepted as a NGO in 2004), represented by Martin Dossavi, Benin.

- Cedarte, represented by Evaristo Madame, Mozambique. 

These representatives were accepted as new members of the WCC:

a. AS PRESENTED BY WCC INTERNATIONAL AS NATIONAL ENTITIES.
North America:

National Entities

- American Museum of Papermaking (Organization represented by Cindy Bowden) USA.
- Canadian Craft Federation. (Organization represented by Maegen Black) Canada.
Africa:
National Entities 
- Evolutic International, accepted as NGO on 2004, (Organization represented by Martin Dossavi) Benin.

- Cedarte, Mozambique (Organization represented by Evaristo Madime).

b. AS PRESENTED BY ASIA 

National Entities:

- Abu Dhabi Authority for culture and Heritage, Abu Dhabi UAE

- Sheikh Ebrahim Center for Culture and Research, Baharian
- Korean Crafts Promotion Foundation

- In’ash al-Usra Siciety, Palestine, Ramalla - Beira

International and Regional NGO

-Mr / Mrs Sangoo Nam

c/o Cheongju International Crafts Biennale, Republic of Korea.

-Mr.Koudhiro Akuzawa

c/o The Association for the Promotion of Traditional Crafts Industries Japan
Individual Members

Maya Ray Chaudhuri. India

Mrs Aisha Mohammed Saleh Khunji. Bahrain

Mr. V.S Rajan. India

Mrs Ruby Palchoudhuri. India

May Khoury. Jordan

Mr Maher Safadi. Sa’udi Arabia

Mr Sa’eed al-Ka’abi. Adu Dhabi UAE

Ms Samira Darras. Jordan

Mrs Hana Unsaf Tawfiq Arafat. Jordan

Mr Mohamed al Mazr’ oui. UAE

Shaika May Al-Khalifa. Bahrain

Akila Vijay Iyengan. India
Sunita Shahaney. India.

c. AS PRESENTED BY LATIN AMERICA:

National Entities:

-Ministerio de Turismo, Industria y Comercio. Peru
-AIDECA, Dominican Republic.

Associate members:

-Consejo Nacional de La Cultura y las Artes, (Organization represented by Mr. Patricio Cerda, Area de Artesania). Chile

-Asociacion Cubana de Artesanos Aristas (Organization represented by Mr. Damaso Alonso). Cuba

-Instituto Paraguayo de Artesania, Paraguay.

-Direccion Nacional de Artesania, Pequena y mediana Industria. Uruguay (Organization represented by Mr. Alberto de Betolaza).

-Museo de Arte Precolombino (Organization represented by Mrs. Olga Larnaudie). Uruguay

- Adeca, Paraguay (Organization represented by Mrs. Teresa Almada).

d. HONORARY MEMBERS

As Presented by the Executive Board:

-Mr. Li Tiang Yi, China.

As presented by India and Esconded by Sri Lanka
-Ms Ruby Ghuznavi, Bangladesh.
As presented by Germany and seconded by Frenchspeaking Belgium:

-Mrs Wendy Goldbatt, South Africa. 

9) Presidential elections for the WCC 2008-2012

Voting for the presidential candidate commences and the one proposed by Asia, Mrs Usha Krishna, is unanimously elected as the new president by the Assembly.

Mrs Krishna started her speech by talking about herself, explaining that she studied Physics and Mathematics, but her love for the Arts began very early in her life, with her love for traditional dances, especially the one called Bharatnatyam.


After her wedding, she now belongs to one of the largest industrial families in India (TVS Group of Industries). She founded Upasana Engineering independently, a service company for cars with clients in India and abroad.


She was the president of the FICCI Ladies Organization, FICCI being the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry.


She proudly highlights her role as a grandmother, mother and wife and she has been member of the Crafts Council of India for about 32 years, having to represent the council in many international events.

One of the most outstanding aspects of her participation in the CCI was the inspiration it gave her to institute the Upasana Craftsman Award.


The award was unique because it was presented to the recipients in their own village or town, thereby giving them recognition within their community, before their families and friends.


During her participation in the CCI, she has been specially interested in the workshops as she truly believe that WORKSHOPS WORK! 

Among those workshops it is worth mentioning her participation since 1979 in different fields including basket weaving, jewellery, pottery, among many others. All this work, especially her interaction with craftspeople, has given her a great experience in the field and has deeply enriched her life.


The elected president explains how she has talked with several governmental institutions and agencies with the purpose of having strengthened support networks during her term.

The Crafts Council of India has more than 500 members with their affiliates, and this is an essential resource for her administration. The Government of India —Ministry of Textiles, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Tourism, and the interaction with Madam Sonia Gandhi, the President of the Congress party, have all pledged support to the Presidency.

Mrs Krishna also says that “Dialogues with the State Governments have also promised support for their activities such as exchange programmes, workshops and fairs”.

“Support is also from NGOs, funding agencies and corporates.

“My backing also comes from the 5-billion-dollar TVS Group of Industries.”

Her vision for the next 4 years, in a nutshell, is to Collaborate  ... to Capture

Collaborate with who?

 Regions and countries…

-Craftsmen, designers, other resource people

- International organizations

- NGOs

- Successful business communities who now, more than ever, feel the need to be socially responsible and service various causes.

- The media.  Using the power of the media to advocate the cause of the crafts and the craftspeople.

What is it they intend to capture?

The attention of policy makers, so that they can execute programmes beneficial to the craft communities.

The  markets with aggressive marketing of the crafts.

The mindshare of the consumers so that WE understand their mindset and adapt the crafts accordingly.

The attention of our youth, by introducing crafts early in their lives. Sensitizing our children to their cultural heritage, crafts being the vital medium through which value systems are transmitted through generations.

The jar is only partially full. There is today an urgent need to reassess our goals. 

To revisit WCC’s impact with other communities, governments, NGOs, and world bodies. To urge them to integrate the craft sector into their agendas.

Crafts and craft community need advocates to represent their case to the governments and world bodies.

To give the artisans dignity, respect, and self-esteem. To make them celebrities, realizing that these people carry in their hands, the living treasure of our cultural heritage.

A nation stays alive when its culture stays alive, she says.

In her speech the new president declares:

Quality programmes such as the Seal of Excellence from UNESCO are a great idea. This guarantees that quality is in the mind of the creators so they understand their client’s needs and adapt accordingly.

In her opinion, it is necessary to share the marketing of supplies from region to region and from country to country.


Using the power of advertising, public relations, TV and the media to spread the scope of the creators, globalising their history. Maybe even a feature on Oprah Winfrey. Giving voice to their creators. The more awareness the more the craftspeople can be benefited, because now their history starts to be heard around the world.

Her vision of the role of the WCC president is that of a facilitator and not just as a mere director.

Her intention is to create work teams, dream teams, to call it that way, to make things happen. 

In this context she also considered it was necessary to:


Create and extend alliances with organizations.


To introduce handicrafts as a study plan in schools and sensitize the children to handicrafts and craftspeople from an early age.


The work teams will encourage dialogue with the members and organizations. Through these dialogues they will generate ideas and work plans.

She said that currently we have a large amount of information that is dispersed in the knowledge bases. If we share this wealth of knowledge and resources we will be able to centralise it and make it available for the handicraft community, in a sort of International Resource Directory for Craftspeople.

It is necessary, she insisted, to find the associations that bring design and technology to serve craftspeople. Preparing guidelines that allow interaction between the craftsperson and the designer, being always aware of the current consumer and the market trend.

Among other tasks she mentioned:

The extension of the web site for the maximum benefit.

To innovate in the ways of increasing member interest and participation.

During the next years the impulse will be Africa, with the goal of getting at least 10 countries becoming members.


The United States and Canada also have to be activated.


For many years, organizations have been debating the way to provide better access to handicraft product trading. It is necessary, she explained, to talk to the WTO, governments, chambers of commerce and other entities.


To create a special article for crafts trading. Reducing tariffs on handicraft trading.

To work in organizational events such as the Santa Fe fair. This is a great success in harmonizing craftwork with vanguard craftspeople.
To intensely work on the link between craftwork and tourism. The value of tourism may be used as the fastest growing industry in today’s world economy.

She expressed that efforts have already been taken towards this end:

“We are currently piloting a project where a financial institution is partnering with a tourism entrepreneur and the craft sector to experiment with a few craft pockets in India. If successful, the model could be replicated in other parts of the world.”

Finally she presented some scheduled activities:

2009: Europe mega Jewellery Exhibition Seminar Workshop.

2010: Africa International Embroidery Exhibition Seminar Workshop.

2011: India like Santa Fe Fair.

The elected president thanked all the participants and was congratulated by the General Assembly.

10) Others

Mrs Raja Fuzhou, honorary member of the WCC expresses a motion for acknowledgement to the president Mrs Celina Rodriguez. The text is enclosed as annexe 4.
11) Other activities

In the context of the General Assembly some other activities took place, among them:

November 8th:

a)
Design and Crafts Forum where three speeches were presented.

Experimental Jewellery– The Development of a Crafts Tradition into Art in Europe Martina Dempf,  jewellery designer, Berlin, Germany, Individual Member of WCC

Jewellery has always been a means of decoration, but it up until today it is also a means of social communication and a society mirror.

The social changes in Europe after the Second World War provoked social changes in the life-style of the European countries especially in Germany and it opened new perspectives in modern art. This also had an impact on the transformation of contemporary jewellery in modern art works.

In the last thirty years jewellers have not only explored new materials, but also on different focuses in jewellery creation, jewellery imitations and developed art works that reflect modern western society.

Code of Practice for Craft-Design Collaborations, Dr Kevin Murray, Australia.

The Code of Practice for Craft-Design Collaborations is a project to develop a set of principles that guides artisans and designers in constructing an agreement that respects the needs of each other. The Code will support innovation in craft through access to the urban markets provided by product design. It will enhance the trust between artisan and designer necessary to develop sustainable practices. And importantly, it will strengthen confidence of a market increasingly concerned to make a positive contribution to global sustainability.

Cotton in India,  Uzrrama, India.

The principles that enabled Indian cotton textiles to remain the largest manufactured item in world trade for 1800 years were an intimate knowledge of cotton, flexible technology producing a huge diversity of fabrics, and huge numbers of diverse sustainable production relations closely meshed with Indian society.

This was the real strength of the industry LARGE production & export of VARIETY of textiles at relatively low cost.. Today individuality comes at a high price, strength of the Indian production systems is to provide product differentiation and brand identity on large scale at relatively low cost,with added value, where expansion is possible.
a) Homage to Indrasen Vencatachellum

In the name of WCC, the president would like to thank Mr. Vencatachellum for his work. He just finished his term as Director of the Division of Cultural Expressions and Creative Industries of UNESCO, where he headed the Arts, Crafts and Design Section, and carried out countless activities in benefit and promotion of craftspeople.

Mrs. Raja Fuziah, honorary member of the WCC, also would like to express her appreciation for Mr. Vencatachellum, highlighting his human touch and professional quality.

November 9th

Awarding ceremony of Young Craftsperson Competition Asia Pacific Master Awarding Ceremony 2008 UNESCO AWARD Excellence in East Asia Awarding Ceremony Baihua Cup Crafts Competition

November 10th

Outdoor Dancing Drama “West Lake Impression” directed by Zhang Yimo

Annex 1

a) Financial Report Chart presented in the General Assembly (Attached as excel document).

b) Final Financial Report. PENDIENTE
Annex 2

Regional Reports.

2.a WCC Africa Report.

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES OF WCC AFRICA FROM 2004 – 2008

After the General Assembly in Paris in 2000, Dr Sule Bello was elected President for WCC Africa and I was elected Vice-President.  However after about 3 years Dr Belo resigned and I automatically became President.

Unfortunately, by this time, we had very few paid-up WCC International members and although the International Secretariat sent out invoices and reminders, this remained the situation.  One of the problems in Africa is that the representatives of Craft Association or Craft Councils are often Government employees and when they leave their job, it seems that, often, there is no one to replace them and the organization is no longer contactable.

The second problem in Africa is the size of the continent and the lack of communication in several countries and formerly, it was almost impossible to get in touch with craftspeople and craft organizations throughout the continent.  But, now, fortunately, the situation is gradually changing and more and more people have access to email which makes it all so much easier.  

As a result, for the last 3 years I have managed to contact quite a few craft organizations and we have been in constant touch with news of exhibitions, fairs, workshops and seminars, but again, through lack of funding, it is very difficult to travel to these various events.

Through the auspices of Egnatia Epirus and Clara Puech, who have always been most supportive of WCC Africa, we submitted various proposals for funding to organize different events which would have included several other African countries.  In 2006 we tried to organize an event called PROINVEST.  In 2007 there was a Euro African Craft Matchmaking Proposal.  We joined forces with Mozambique and various other players and submitted a proposal, but, unfortunately, it was not accepted. And again in 2008 we submitted a Craft Culture Proposal – “Investing in People – Access to local Culture Protection and Promotion” but this also was not accepted.  

We did, however, attend the Consultative Planning Workshop for the Seal of Excellence with Moji Okuribido-Siriki, the UNESCO representative from Namibia and also held a UNESCO-sponsored jewellery-making workshop and exhibition for craftspeople from Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and South Africa.  This was held in Johannesburg and was very successful.

I have tried on numerous occasions to raise funding to organize an African Assembly to elect a new President for WCC Africa, but to no avail. So, we finally decided that we would invite all the African countries with whom we are in touch to come down to Johannesburg at their own cost so that we could have a meeting and elect a new President and Vice President to represent Africa at the General Assembly in China.

Unfortunately, although most of the countries accepted, at the last minute some could not attend, but we managed to hold the Meeting with those who did attend and elected Evaristo Madime from Mozambique and Dossavi Martin Tonoukon from Benin as the African representatives.

It was decided that, as there were not enough African countries represented at the African Meeting, this would be the best course and that some time after the General Assembly these 2 representatives would organize a General Assembly for Africa.  Fortunately, they are both strategically placed, one in the south easterly part of the continent and the other more north westerly so they should be in contact with several surrounding countries that have craft organizations.  In addition, .both of them work for private craft related enterprises and are, therefore, more dedicated and likely to remain with their organizations, unlike government employees who get moved around.

I feel sure the time is now ripe for Africa to surge ahead in the craft arena.  Already African craft is holding its own throughout the world and the talent and excitement are there, we just need to harness resources and share ideas and explore new markets.

I was fortunate enough last year to attend the annual Muestra des Artisanes in Santiago, Chile, where most of the Latin American countries were represented  and such a fair in Africa would be a wonderful milestone for our continent.  The challenge would be funding, but challenges can be met and won.

It remains for me to say how much I have enjoyed meeting and working with all the Executive Committee and all WCC members and I have made some wonderful friends who I will miss.  I wish the World Craft Council every success and may it continue with its excellent work and I look forward to working with WCC Africa in any way I can.

Prepared by Wendy Goldbatt

Retiring President, WCC Africa.

2.b WCC Asia Report (Attached as jpg document).
2.c WCC Europe Report PENDIENTE
2.d WCC Latin America Report
WCC-LA

The WCC is an organization that best represents handicrafts at an international level (independently from the other prestigious institutions that have work links). This is seen in the participation in congresses, contests, meetings and fairs, providing an exchange of experiences and knowledge on craftwork. The craftspeople are the main actors in an activity that gives identity to the countries they belong to. This is a national cultural expression and life work for millions of men and women who work daily to maintain their traditions and recreate news ways of doing so.
The economical situation in WCC limits the development of its work, preventing the activities that would widely benefit the handicrafts sector. With the exception of the international meetings that take place every 4 years, (where the international executive takes care of the participation costs) all its actions have to be carried out in collaboration with other organizations or a personal nomination which limits the execution of a systematic action plan that would give this organization the real jurisdiction it needs.
Organizing these events and facilitating training through the use of experts on varied techniques in aspects as important as fair trade, promotion, pricing, quality control and easy access bibliographies, would be of great importance to a sector that lacks in the most part, a modern means of communication.
Latin America now has 15 national delegates and 11 associated delegates, 26 being the total for this region; this represents craftspeople associations, official institutions, private or personal nominations. This amount of members is not significant in relation with the activity of a continent that has pre-colonization ages, craftwork that identifies it, respect for traditions with an exploration for new methods and designs, basically based on the excellent manual work of their craftspeople. Tradition and modernity are permanently linked through Latin-American craftwork.
During the 2006 period, the regional executive meeting took place in Colombia, with the collaboration of Manos de Uruguay, and the financing of Project LINK-LA from (Egnatia Epirus Foundation). It was a space that allowed us to communicate between the regional executives and the International President Maria Celina Rodriguez. One of the issues was the financial situation that limits work in general.
In the year 2007 the General Assembly took place in Uruguay with the collaboration of Manos de Uruguay, The Spanish Foundation for Craftwork, and financing from DINAPYME Uruguay and the European Union Project. This allowed us to meet representatives from many countries and analyze issues, including the Award for Excellence in Handicrafts. The work carried out was reported and some new members joined the organization, all of which strengthened the continental membership.
UNESCO Award for Excellence in Handicrafts

The WCC-LA has taken an active role in recognition through this award. We have acted as UNESCO’s counterpart to grant the award, having the support of all its structures; international, regional and national.

In the year 2005 the preparations to grant the Seal of Excellence began in the countries covered by Regional UNESCO located in Cuba, which takes care of Haiti, Aruba, Dominican Republic and Cuba. For this purpose a meeting organized and financed by UNESCO took place in Dominican Republic. The Regional president attended that meeting. Later a new meeting took place in Tenerife, financed by the Spanish Crafts Foundation with the participation of UNESCO. The Seal of Excellence was awarded in the Cuba Crafts National Fair where 46 works were presented; 19 of them were awarded a prize. They came from Haiti, Dominican Republic and Cuba. Mrs. Maria Celina Rodriguez, President of WCC International was part of the judges.
In the year 2007 the first meeting in Montevideo, Uruguay, took place to award the countries from the Latin American Southern Cone. This took place during the Cordoba Fair in Argentina. Of all the works presented, 18 of them won the award: 8 from Chile, 6 from Argentina, 2 from Paraguay and 2 from Uruguay. Brazil did not participate. Mrs. Diana Sojos, WCC-LA vice-president, acted as president of the jury.
In the year 2008 the first meeting took place in Peru, to prepare the presentation in the Andean countries: Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia and Venezuela. On November the second meeting took place in Madrid, Spain, both with the financing from the Spanish Crafts Foundation. A timetable for the work in 2008-2009 was established.
Mrs Diana Sojos and Mercy Correa, respectively regional Vice-president and President, have actively participated in the process of awarding which helps the promotion and recognition of the Crafts Excellence.

In 2009 we must start the same process for Mexico and Central America, a region where it was not started yet.
Strengthening relations between WCC-UNESCO is a strategic task for an organization without financing.
First of all, we would like to thank the unsung and sometimes anonymous work of our craftspeople, who in their everyday labour express the culture and identity of our peoples.

UNESCO for their systematic support towards handicrafts.

The Spanish Crafts Foundation, for their financial contribution in reaching this goal.

Manos de Uruguay, for their more than 20 years of work at WCC-AL.
The Chinese organizations that allowed us to travel to this wonderful country and come into contact with its ancient cultural heritage.

A special thanks to Indrasen Vencatachellum, who has been a guide, loyal friend, craftwork expert, wise counsellor and invincible fighter. Craftwork, craftspeople, leaders and officials in this sector, we all owe you a debt of gratitude.
Thank-you very much,
Mercy Correa

WCC-AL President

Annex 3

a) Presentation “A proposal for our Future Substance over Form” (Attached as Power Point)
Annex 4

a) Vote of thanks

Dear Madam President, Dear Delegates,

We certainly have come a long way Dear Celina with your  inauguration as President of the World Crafts Council in  June of 2004 in Metsovo. We know that in the last four years , we have given You  and your Team some very difficult time . But you have endured, accepted the challenge and performed the task admirably. Today, we wish to especially thank you, Elena Alfaro, WCC Secretary General, your host organization – The Catholic University, other institutions in Chile and the whole of the WCC Latin America Region for having given the WCC Presidency, their unflinching support.

As we look forward to the future of the WCC, we need to remind ourselves that we have managed the WCC successfully  and it has persevered in the last forty-one years as the only world crafts international NGO, doing the best of the best  for the development of  crafts, for craftspersons, promoting craftsmanship and ensuring a high standard of excellence.

As we journey into the next decade of the 21st century, WCC shall endeavour  to be strong  and remain bonded together as a family consisting of  the five different regions of the world, enriched by the cultural diversity and the unique craft traditions that exist in the respective five regions of Asia, Africa, Europe, North America (United States and Canada) and the South / Latin America.

Now, more than ever, we should continue to preserve this diversity and unique relationship. Although we come from the different craft communities around the world, there is magic in our differences. What is important  for us is  to cherish the WCC’s Vision and Mission and for us to work together to realize these aims. I believe that it is the “niat’’, the noble intention in us which should remain as pure and inspirational as the lotus  bloom  that is symbolically depicted  in the logo of the WCC GA 2008 CHINA. Perhaps  there is an inherent and beautiful message in this logo -  where the five petals of the lotus are deemed to symbolise the five regions of the WCC and are held together by the common cause and spirit that pervades our  thoughts, our lives  and touch our hearts. It seems to say that the WCC shall persevere in the same manner as that of the lotus  that  blooms perennially and   created  a beautiful and impressionable image  of itself in the history of mankind.

Once again to Celina and to all members of your  Team, we thank you.

Raja Fuziah Raja Tun Uda

National Delegate Malaysia (Representative)

WCC Honorary Member

November 7, 2008

